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GREAT NORTHERN HIGHWAY — SAFETY MEASURES 

Grievance 

MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [9.53 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport and relates to 
additional safety measures on Great Northern Highway. As the member for Pilbara, I drive extensively throughout 
my electorate between Newman, Port Hedland and Karratha, so I use Great Northern Highway frequently between 
Hedland or Karratha and Newman. I tabled a petition relating to this road on Tuesday, 12 October. As Newman and 
Hedland residents know all too well, this road can be quite dangerous due to the amount of haul trucks and caravans 
on the roads. Local residents acknowledge the importance of these trucks to our local economy, and many locals 
work in the logistics industry. Pilbara residents also acknowledge that caravans and grey nomads are a feature of 
life when living up north and show that our local tourism industry is booming. However, it can be very frustrating for 
local residents to be stuck behind trucks and caravans that may have to slow down to 40 kilometres an hour at some 
points on the highway. In places where there is a lack of overtaking lanes, this can cause drivers to get frustrated and 
lose time, as well as lead to dangerous situations with people overtaking on the highway. 

I acknowledge our record investment into regional roads since 2017 and commend the minister’s work in delivering 
investment into Pilbara road projects such as Manuwarra Red Dog Highway and the Coongan Gorge realignment 
project. I also note the recent state budget commitment of over $49 million through the regional road safety program 
to upgrade more than 720 kilometres of Pilbara roads with road safety treatments. 

I was recently presented with a petition from a Port Hedland resident seeking for additional safety measures to be 
put in place on the Great Northern Highway such as extra overtaking lanes and more driver training and awareness. 
For the benefit of this house and Pilbara residents, I ask the minister to outline how our government is investing 
in safety measures for regional roads such as the Great Northern Highway. Thank you. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.55 am]: I thank the member for Pilbara for that 
grievance and for his ongoing interest in road safety and the conditions for truckies in the entire Pilbara area. Of 
course, trucks play such a vital role in the Pilbara in facilitating the very strong local economy, the mining and 
resources sector, and the vast distances that people travel through the Pilbara. I know that the member is constantly 
driving hundreds of kilometres servicing his electorate, and I know that he is also a passionate camper and four-wheel 
driver, too. He has been experiencing the Pilbara for many, many years. 

We are very much committed to road safety and improving the condition of our roads throughout Western Australia. 
Members will be aware that we successfully negotiated an incredible partnership with the federal government to 
deliver the widening of many roads across Western Australia. I think that included up to 7 000 kilometres of shoulder 
widening and audible edge lining on our major highways. Almost 290 kilometres of shoulder widening at a cost of 
$44 million has been completed on various roads in the Pilbara under the $600 million regional road safety program. 
A total of $27 million has been spent on Great Northern Highway alone, widening 192 kilometres on the section 
between Newman and Port Hedland. A further 430 kilometres of the Great Northern Highway is due to be upgraded, 
with audible edge lines by the end of this year under tranche 2 of the program at a cost of $5.3 million. Some of the 
works that we have completed on Great Northern Highway projects include the Newman to Mt Robinson Rest Area, 
worth about $8 million; Newman to Eagle Pool Road, worth $5 million; three kilometres east of the Mt Robinson 
Rest Area to 8.8 kilometres south of Karijini Drive, $6.6 million; and eight kilometres south of Karijini Drive 
to Munjina–Roy Hill Road, $6.6 million. Audible edge lining works on the Great Northern Highway include 
Kalgan Drive, Newman, to Munjina–Roy Hill Road at $2.4 million as part of tranche 1, and Munjina–Roy Hill Road 
to the BHP maintenance depot access road at $2.9 million to be completed in December 2022. Of course, other 
projects that we have completed include two projects at Paraburdoo to Tom Price Road at $7.7 million each, and 
Point Samson–Roebourne Road at $1.7 million. A lot of work is being undertaken on regional road safety, creating 
wider shoulders and audible edge lines to make Great Northern Highway safer for everyone involved. 

Of course, overtaking lanes are also a key part of road safety. They reduce frustration and give people the ability 
to overtake in a safer way. We have recently undertaken a review of existing overtaking lanes across the entire state 
rural network, assessing their length and location and identifying where we need to install more. An assessment is 
underway on Great Northern Highway between Newman and Port Hedland to identify where new overtaking lanes 
are needed. We have completed the first pair of overtaking lanes, one northbound and one southbound, five kilometres 
south of the Port Hedland town site. We are doing detailed planning and investigation for additional overtaking 
lanes. Once that work is completed, we will make submissions to the commonwealth government, which funds 
80 per cent of these projects. We are doing detailed planning to form further submissions to the commonwealth to 
get funding for more overtaking lanes in the area between Port Hedland and Newman. We are also undertaking 
planning work to extend the existing acceleration lanes on that section of the highway. We are working now to 
form further submissions to the commonwealth. 
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As the member would be aware, we have also committed $50 million as part of a state–federal government 
partnership towards the freight vehicle productivity improvement program. The program includes 14 projects across 
regional and rural locations to improve parking facilities and amenities, in particular, for truck drivers. The projects 
will also help improve safety, with better rest and comfort stops giving truck drivers access to better facilities 
across the state. Almost half the projects the state government has funded in phase 1 of the program will be undertaken 
on the Newman to Port Hedland section of Great Northern Highway. 
Members might have seen some of the education programs to educate road users on what to do when they encounter 
large and oversized vehicles. The “Know what to do when it’s bigger than you” program was relaunched in 
October. It uses social media and other forms of communication to inform drivers that they have to take care when 
approaching big trucks, caravans and so forth because of their size, the time they take to stop and blind spots. Also 
on education and training, we have launched dedicated training programs with the Department of Training and 
Workforce Development, specifically courses to ensure that truck drivers have the training and necessary skills to 
drive significantly large vehicles and understand the basics on containing loads and other aspects of those vehicles. 
I thank the member very much for his work. Of course, a lot of work is happening around Port Hedland at the moment 
on level crossing removals. I think three have been funded and one is underway. The other two will be underway 
soon. Again, those level crossing removals are also about improving safety. I thank the member very much for all his 
work, and we will continue to work to try to improve safety. 
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